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Connections
  
LiveText brings Eastern’s Teacher 
Education Program to The Forefront of 
Technology
Education Majors can put “best mouse forward” 
with exciting new Electronic Portfolios 
  
Eastern Illinois University’s College of Education and Professional Studies is 
undergoing fascinating new changes. The Council on Teacher Education (COTE) at 
Eastern recently approved a new Unit of Assessment System that includes the 
development of an electronic portfolio. Not only will the College continue to meet 
accreditation standards but also the portfolios will provide valuable data for use in 
planning improvements for the teacher education programs.
LiveText is a private vendor that was chosen to provide support for the electronic 
portfolio. They were selected based upon the quality of services that they can 
provide to students, the quality of assistance that they are able to provide faculty 
and the ability for students to be able to use this portfolio after leaving EIU. 
Several other Illinois Universities also use LiveText as well. Students would 
purchase their own software license as they would any other course materials and 
the license will stay valid for their entire time at EIU plus one additional year 
afterward. With competition for teaching jobs seeing an increase, Education 
majors are becoming even better prepared to meet the needs of potential 
employers. The new electronic portfolio system will allow student to present 
examples of their work, pictures, student’s examples, lessons, philosophy of 
education, letters of recommendation, and much more by simply accessing 
through the LiveText website. Carrying around the paper portfolio will be a thing 
of the past.
The Training for faculty and students will begin early in the spring of 2005, with 
full implementation taking place in fall 2005, at which point all faculty and 
students will be required to participate in the Unit Assessment System and 
LiveText. This is a significant opportunity to take advantage of new technologies 
on the EIU campus.
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Faculty News: 
Spotlight on Secondary Educations and Foundation 
Dr. Scott Johnston
Dr. Scott Johnston is one of Eastern’s newest full-time faculty in the Secondary 
Education and Foundations department. Dr. Johnston has worked for the University on a 
part-time basis and has become full-time as of the Fall Semester. He teaches EDF 2555 
- Diversity of Schools and Societies: Social and Global Perspectives and EDF 4450 - 
Philosophy and History of Education. Dr. Johnston feels that students should strive to 
become critical thinkers and examine their own work and education as a whole. 
Dr. Johnston is originally from Toronto Canada. He completed his graduate work at the 
University of Illinois. Dr. Johnston’s interests include philosophy, 20th Century Post 
Impressionism Art and Jazz. He has been married for 12 years. He has one son, Frank. 
He has been involved in his own personal research projects on Political Theory in 
education, more precisely the Philosophy of John Dewey in Education. He is a published 
writer his most recent work includes: 
Reflections on Richard Shusterman's Dewey. Journal of
Aesthetic Education, Winter, 2004.
Authority, Inquiry, and Education: A Response to Dewey's
Critics. Educational Studies, June, 2004.
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Is A Rawlsian Education also a Kantian Education and Why
Might That Make a Difference?: Educational Theory, Winter
2005 (forthcoming)
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EIU Students Help make Special Olympics Family Fun 
Festival a success 
  
More than 950 Olympians and 650 Eastern Illinois University volunteers were present at 
Special Olympics Family Fun Festival on September 18, 2004. The EIU volunteers were 
Eastern students that were teamed up with a Special Olympian to be “Friends For A Day.” 
The Department of Special Education coordinates the EIU volunteer Friends for a Day. 250 
of the 650 volunteers were Special Education majors. 
This was the 21st year it was held at Lake Land College in Mattoon. Everything was free to 
the volunteers and the Olympians.
The event is paid for by the organizers, Consolidated Communications, Inc. and various 
local businesses. One of the most popular evens was an Elvis tribute by Scott Wattles. 
Other popular events were karaoke and picture tents. 
“It was just a great day. We had terrific EIU volunteers. The Special Olympians look 
forward to this day every year.”
“It’s not just the Olympians who look forward to this every year; it’s the EIU volunteers 
too. 
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CEPS Alumni Honored as The EIU Alumni Association 
select 2004 award recipients
DISTINGUISHED EDUCATOR 
Barbara McLaughlin ‘71
An elementary special education teacher in Chebanse, Illinois, Barbara McLaughlin was a 
2002-2003 recipient of the Disney American Teacher Award. Out of more than 185,000 
nominations, only 32 honorees from across the United States were selected to receive 
this honor. She was previously honored with the First of America Competitive 
Educational Grant for motivating students to write, the Target Scholarship for advanced 
education and the Cognis/Rohm & Haas Competitive Grant for studying the life of the 
Monarch Butterfly and its migration to Mexico.
She has also been a volunteer in her community through numerous activities including 
Special Olympics, 4-H, Little League sports and her church. She is a member of the 
Council For Exceptional Children, the Association for Supervision and Curriculum 
Development, Kappa Delta Pi, Delta Kappa Gamma and the Illinois Federation of 
Teachers.
Barbara received a Bachelor of Science in Education degree in Special Education in 1971.
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Gail Richard
DISTINGUISHED ALUMNA
Gail Richard ‘77
The chair of the communications disorders and 
sciences department at Eastern, Gail Richard is a 
nationally recognized educator and researcher who 
has completed more than 100 presentations since 
2000. She is the author of six books, three 
diagnostic assessment instruments and multiple 
articles specializing in childhood developmental 
disorders. She has also received numerous awards 
and is actively involved on the national level in her 
field.
The recipient of five faculty excellence awards at 
Eastern, she received the Distinguished Faculty 
Award in 2000 and has been named a fellow of the 
Illinois Speech Language Hearing Association and 
the American Speech Language Hearing Association, 
serving on the executive boards for both 
organizations. She has also served as the NCAA 
faculty athletics representative for EIU for 10 years 
and was recently appointed to the NCAA Division I 
Management Council.
Gall earned her master’s degree in speech pathology at Eastern in1977. 
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OUTSTANDING YOUNG ALUMNA
Karla Porch ‘99
A Captain in the United States Army, Karla Porch was appointed company commander in 
the 327 Signal Battalion in July of this year. The Bronze Star recipient has been deployed 
to numerous posts around the world including service in Germany, Israel, Poland, Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait and Iraq. She is currently stationed at Fort Bragg, North Carolina, and 
preparing her company of 144 soldiers to deploy to Iraq in support of the ongoing war on 
terrorism.
Karla received a Bachelor of Science degree in physical education in 1999. 
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William Thiel
DISTINGUISHED EDUCATOR
William Thiel ‘50
Before retiring in 1986 from Illinois public schools, Bill Thiel held numerous teaching and 
administrative appointments in the greater Chicagoland area. A former superintendent 
and principal, he has served the youth of Illinois from grades K-12. He has presented 
lectures and seminars at more than 100 conferences and published more than 50 journal 
articles and papers.
Since retiring from employment at the level K-12, he has been available as a full-time and 
adjunct instructor to more than 10 different graduate schools of business and education. 
He currently provides mentor/consultant/adjunct services to Marquette University’s 
Institute for the Transformation of Learning, the Silver Lake College program for Teachers 
as Leaders and the School Business Management Program at Marion College.
Bill received a Bachelor of Science degree in physical education in
1950. 
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Sue Payton
DISTINGUISHED ALUMNA
Sue Payton ‘72
After a ten-year teaching and coaching career in three states, Sue Payton embarked on a 
career change following a move to California. She earned a graduate degree in systems 
management/ systems technology from the University of Southern California while 
substitute teaching and shortly thereafter began her “second” career. Sue held positions 
at Martin Marietta, Lockheed Martin and ImageLinks in the aerospace and defense 
industry while also serving as director of the National Center for Applied Technology.
In 2001, she was appointed to her current position as US deputy undersecretary of 
defense for advanced systems and concepts, with responsibility for more than 5320 
million annually in science and technology programs. She oversees more than fifty war 
fighting demonstrations/prototypes that support our troops in Iraq, Afghanistan and the 
Global War on Terrorism.
Sue graduated from Eastern in 1972 with a Bachelor of Science degree in physical 
education. 
PAGE1 | PAGE2 | PAGE3 | PAGE4 |PAGE5 | More Alumni News.... 
 
Contact the Editor: 
Center for 
Educational Studies
Eastern Illinois 
University 
600 Lincoln Ave. 
Charleston, IL 
61920-3099
Phone (217)581-
8514
Email 
cepsnews@eiu.edu
Your feedback is 
welcome- please 
send us your 
comments or 
suggestions!
  
http://www.eiu.edu/%7Ecepsnews/Alumni5.htm2/23/2005 6:16:23 AM
More Alumni News
Additional Alumni News…..
1956
Larry L. Leathers (Chemistry Ed) published a short inspirational story about his first year 
of teaching in Chicken Soup for the Teachers Soul Currently retired, he holds an MS in 
Chemistry from Indiana State University, taught at Downers Grove North High School for 
thirty years including advanced college chemistry served as Science Department Chair, 
and received National Science Foundation grants.
1964
Paul W. Mckown (Elementary Ed; MS in Guidance ‘67) also has a type 75 certificate in 
School Administration from Northern Illinois University. He received the 2002 Teacher of 
the Year Award for Wheeling/Buffalo Grove. He taught 38 years in grades 3-6 was K-6 
principal. Now retired, he owns a painting and decorating business in Palatine.
John E. Malloy (Instructional Media) has a media communications degree from University 
of Northern Colorado (‘82). He is artist associate for Discovery
1980
Sherrie Lynn Householder (Physical Ed) received an MS degree in Electronic Commerce 
from National University in 2003. She resides in Murrieta, CA and serves as Director of the 
ANSWER Government Wide Acquisition Center. She was recently inducted into Sigma Beta 
Delta, an international honor society in Business Management, and Administration.
2000
Jennifer Marie Bourg (Elementary Ed) received an MS in Educational Administration 
fram Governors State University in 2004. She teaches 4th grade in Grand Prairie School in 
Plainfield District 202, Joliet, IL. Bourg is the Student Council Moderator, and serves on 
the Math and School Improvement Plan committees.
Brooke Emily S (Recreation Administration) is Membership Coordinator of Four Seasons 
Association in Bloomington, IL. She obtained an MS in Kinesiology and Recreation in 2 
from Illinois State University.
2002
Jennifer Lee Truckenmiller (Elementary Ed - Middle School Math) teaches 8th grade 
math at Central Junior High in East Peoria, IL. She serves as assistant cross country 
coach, heads the school newspaper, and is member of a learning cohort.
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NATIONAL ATE ANNUAL MEETING IN CHICAGO 
The ATE (Association of Teacher Educators) 2005 annual meeting will be held on 
February 12-16, 2005 , at the Chicago Hilton and Towers. Special speakers include Harry 
K. Wong, Marilyn Cochran-Smith, Craig Zablocki, and John I. Goodlad. The conference 
includes special activities for newcomers, graduate students, thematic sessions, Saturday 
workshops, and preservice student strands. Conference information can be found on the 
ATE website at www.ATE1.org. 
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Dr. Marylin Lisowski , Early Childhood, Elementary, and Middle Level Education, had 
her reviews of three books, Solar Power ; Water Power , and Wind Power published in the 
American Association for the Advancement of Science publication, Science Books and 
Films . 
Dr. Andrew M. White , Math and Computer Science, and nine preservice teachers from 
Eastern presented a workshop to teachers at the 56th Annual Meeting of the Illinois 
Council of Teachers of Mathematics in Springfield on Friday, October 15. The interactive 
workshop demonstrated to educators how mathematics and children's literature can be 
used together in the classroom. Technology as well as hands-on activities were part of 
the session. EIU students included David Buckley, Jennifer Czupryn, Todd Fatka, 
Cassandra Heap, Amanda Jones, Candice Kuchar, Kelly McMaster, Lisa Merchant, and 
John Mestemaker. This year is the 11th Edition of the group, founded in 1993, which has 
seen them present from as far west as Anchorage, Alaska, and as far east as 
Washington, D.C. 
Scott A.G.M. Crawford , Physical Education, wrote an “Issues” response for the October 
2004 issue of the Journal of Physical Education Recreation, and Dance . The topic was 
“Does the use of technology in dance detract from the human element?” 
Ollie Mae Ray , PhD, Health Studies, gave a lecture on Stress Management: A Constant 
Challenge to University Students. The lecture was presented in the Lumpkin College of 
Business Auditorium at Eastern. More than 130 students were in attendance. 
Scott A.G.M. Crawford , Physical Education, wrote a book review of A Year at the Fights 
by Thomas Hauser. It appeared in the Journal of Sport History , Vol. 30, No. 2. 
Debra A. Reid , History, whose article, “Living History's Long Row to Hoe: A Life-Cycle 
for Open Air Museums and Historic Sites?” appeared in the ALHFAM Bulletin (Winter 
2004), won the 2004 Candace Tangorra Matelic Award, presented by the Midwest Open 
Air Museums Coordinating Council (MOMCC). The award recognizes Dr. Matelic's role in 
founding MOMCC and serving as the organization's first president. It is presented 
annually to the best essay on a topic related to MOMCC's purpose “to promote excellence 
and to provide a forum for the interchange of materials, information, ideas, and 
consideration of professional issues within the open air, interactive, and historical 
museum professions." 
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Dr. Charles G. Eberly , Counseling and Student Development, and Kevin Kolman, a 
college student affairs master's candidate, were featured speakers at an Open Campus 
Forum on the Future of Fraternities at Hobart College , Geneva , New York , on Sunday, 
October 24. The Open Forum, attended by more than 150 people, was part of a five-day 
assessment of the 165 year-old fraternity system carried out by Eberly and Kolman at 
Hobart . 
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Technology Features:
| 4th Annual Technology Day Awards | Adventure of the American Mind | 
4 College of Education and Professional Studies Faculty 
Receive "Excellence in Use of Technology Award"
During Eastern Illinois University's 2nd Annual Technolgy Day, Faculty recieved honors 
for their continued push and use of technolgy in their classrooms and integrating the use 
of technoloogy in thier field. 
Judy Barford, M.S.Ed. Dept. of Early Childhood, Elementary and 
Middle Level Education
The holistic enterprise of effective integration of technology into teacher 
education includes modeling effective practice, skill development, 
compelling resources, dedicated communication, passionate advocacy 
and bridging from inquiry to innovation for the individual teacher/
learner. Course goals and outcomes rely upon electronic environments 
for communication and presentation: student and instructor Web pages, 
group email lists and structured lab sessions in which pre-service teachers facilitate 
children’s technology projects based upon learner driven curriculum. A dynamic 
‘quadrangulation’ between pre-service teacher, child, master teacher and university 
instructor emerges in technology-integrated clinical experiences. Continuing 
collaborative assessment increases learner independence and ownership. My efforts at 
innovation involve Project WOW (with K-Miller and L.Conwell, www.eiu.edu!—wow), 
technology enhancement of the graduate social studies methods course (TEDEgrant with 
V. Stephen). PT3 course redesigns for technology integration, and teaching an EIU 
campus section of EDU2022 from the Netherlands.
  James Basham, M.S.Ed. Department of Special Education
As technology use essential to the modern professional, all of my 
students are strongly encouraged to explore use of technology 
throughout each course and required to use technology within specific 
activities. While teaching and working with students, I attempt heighten 
student understanding of subject matter as well as the role of 
technology in the contemporary learning environment. Viewed 
pragmatically, technology-based course components include: the online 
posting of lecture talking points prior to campus course meetings, online-based 
instruction, online cooperative group projects, online readings, and student-developed 
multimedia-based course presentations. Future course design ideas include online office 
hours and enhanced online d video instruction. 
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John Pommier, Ph.D. Department of Recreational Education
I choose to use technology in my classes for basically two reasons: to 
enhance learning and to instill high, presentation-based standards 
expectations of toy students. I believe that a student learns best if 
dialogue is interactive. Technology may enable such dialogue if the 
medium is appropriately developed. Utilizing PowerPoint in itself doesn’t 
mean the student will earn or convey information effectively. 
Supplementing concepts or difficult material to convey verbally with 
visual (digital photos or video) or audible (WAV files) media within PowerPoint may he 
more effective. Students, in every class I teach, are expected to convey at least one 
learning opportunity/assignment technologically at the professional level. I constantly 
desire to improve the learning environment within my classes: therefore. I am looking 
forward to enhancing dialogue this fall by acquiring the skills needed to utilize the 
STARBoard and incorporate within my classes. 
Sheila Simons, Ph.D. Department of Health Studies
I utilize technology for a variety of reasons in the classroom. I have 
been using WebCT in my HST 2900 Human Disease course. I can easily 
interact with students as a group or individually, find that students are 
more likely to ask questions that they typically would not when using 
WebCT. I find this benefits students individually. I also use the Web to 
post all of my course syllabi, handouts and Power’ Point slides allow 
time for more class discussion. Students are directed to Web pages that 
provide information that they find useful regarding the current subject(s) being 
discussed in class. The benefit of using technology in the classroom allows students to 
remain up ’to-date on diseases and health care issues I am also able to provide up-to-
the-minute statistics, video streams and images. In addition, I manage the department’s 
Web page on which I can post various sites and forms for both individual faculty and 
student use 
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Technology Features:
| 4th Annual Technology Day Awards | Adventure of the American 
Mind | 
Cindy Rich takes area schools on “An 
Adventure of the American Mind”
In 1999, The Library of Congress granted funding to the program “An Adventure of the 
American Mind” (AAM). This statewide program is administered in through the Education 
and Research Consortium. Cindy Rich is the director of the East Central Illinois AAM 
team at Eastern Illinois University. The AAM Program spans the entire state of Illinois 
and has a total of 9 partner institutions across the state. The focus of the AAM program 
is to raise the comfort level of teachers in the use of technology, and to be able t o 
efficiently use digital resources and the resources found at the Library of Congress. In 
doing so, the EIU AAM staff will make visits to individual schools to do a presentation on 
AAM and the various workshops available to teachers. 
The workshops do not cost the school or the teachers anything except their time. The 
participating teachers receive CPDU units and upon completion of the workshop series 
the school is awarded free equipment. 25 workshops are available in Foundations, 
Instructional Integration, Media Specific Integration, Analyzing and applying locally, and 
Digital Storytelling. A minimum of five teachers are required to complete the series of 
workshops. Workshops can even be custom designed to meet your specific needs. 
Scheduling is also flexible where workshops can be held after school, during teacher 
workdays, teacher planning periods or even a combination.
At the present time 32 schools are currently involved with the EIU AAM. Of this number 
20 schools have been awarded $2000 in equipment grants for their building for 
completing a workshop series. On March 1, 2005 Cindy will be conducting a state 
presentation at the Illinois Technology Conference for Educators on “Facilitating the 
Illinois Learning Standards Using Primary Sources”. 
If you would like to get involved or would like more information on AAM, please contact 
Cindy Rich at (217) 581-7857 or visit http://www.eiu.edu/~eiuaam/ 
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The Poetry of Emily Dickinson featured at 15th Annual 
Literature Conference
 
The Eastern Illinois University English Department and the Illinois Humanities Council 
hosted this year’s Literature Conference on October 21st and 22nd. The Poetry of Emily 
Dickinson was the theme, “Tell all the Truth, but tell it slant”. The Conference began at 
the Tarble Arts Center with a Two Act Solo Theatrical Performance “Emily” based on the 
life of Emily Dickinson. The performance was written and preformed by Connie Clark. 
Connie Clark in her writing of “Emily” used 65% of Dickinson’s own words that had been 
taken from poems and letters. This was followed by a talk with the Audience. The 
following day conference attendees went to various workshops on Emily Dickinson as well 
as another poet of the time Walt Whitman. Some of the topics discussed included, 
language used by Dickinson, and Life, Nature and Landscape. Additional support was 
provided by the Office of the Provost at EIU. The Conference was planned by Audrey 
Edwards, Department of Secondary Education and Foundations, Dagni Bredesen, English 
Department, and David Raybin, English Department, and coordinated by Jo Ellen 
Hickenbottom of the School of Continuing Education.
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The 25th Annual History Teachers Conference held at Eastern
 
On Thursday October 28th the History Department at Eastern Illinois University held the 
25th Annual History Teachers Conference. The conference is held each fall to promote 
excellence in History and Social Studies teaching. The event was sponsored by Eastern 
Illinois University’s Department of History, Social Science, and the School of Continuing 
Education. The Conference provided a chance for professional educations to join together 
and see the new ideas within the field. Attendees to the conference were also eligible for 
Continuing Professional Development Units (CPDU)’s for teacher recertification. 
The Theme for this year was “Transforming Teaching for Tomorrow” Participants were able 
to select from several innovative workshop sessions from involving students in service 
learning projects to websites and effective ways to use technology in the classroom. Many 
attendees also participated in the “Swap Shop” workshop. At this session, teachers 
swapped ideas, methods, and actual lesson plans, maps, and other handouts. Not only 
was this conference a wonderful way for History and Social Studies professionals from 
across Illinois to network but also to learn from each other.
For more information on Conferences at EIU, please call the School of Continuing 
Education at (217) 581-5116.
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